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TPFS organizes a training workshop
for Marriage Registrars in Muslim
Courts and extends a request for
betterChristian Churches involvement
in thalassemia new births’ prevention
program.

With the cooperation of the Supreme
Judge court office, TPFS held a training
workshop for the Official Marriage
Registrars in the Judicial courts
titled “toward a Palestine free of new
thalassemia births in 2013”, held at the
society’s office in Ramallah.

The aim of this workshop was bring
awareness of those officials about this
hereditary disease and the importance of
pre-marriage testing. In this context, Dr.
Karmi, TPFS President, said that these
workshops come within a plan to decrease
the number of thalassemia patients born
in Palestine, emphasizing on role of these
Marriage Registrars in enforcing this.

In his turn, Sheik Saleh Abu Zeid, member
of the Supreme Religious Court, said
that the Marriage Registrars have a very
important role in preventing new births
and that is ensuring the proper testing is
done, and be able to council the couple in
case one they are carriers, and know how
to refer them if needed.

At the same, during his visit to TPFS head

office in Ramallah, TPFS has extended

its request to Archbishop Atallah Hanna,

Archbishop of Sebastia from the Orthodox

Patriarchate of Jerusalem, for better

churches involvement in preventing new
% thalassemia births through implementation
5 of the pre-marriage test regulation in
@ Churches. The Archbishop said that he
£ will do whatever in his power to allow
% TPFS to continue its vision.

Thalassemia Activities

TPFS Conducts Osteoporosis Test for
Thalassemia Patients

TPFS was able to conduct through a
specialized laboratory, the osteoporosis
test for 309 thalassemia patients in the
West Bank in Palestine, with ages above
15 years old. 147 patients were found to
complain from this complication, having
weak bones either at the femur neck
or vertebras, or both together. The 147
patients were referred to the Ministry
of Health and the Palestinian Military
Medical Services for follow up and
provision of appropriate medications.

As Osteoporosis is one of the many
complications of thalassemia this was a
major test that was not being conducted
before given the medical guidelines
for thalassemia management. The test
counts the Calcium concentration in the
bones, and by following up the patients
complaining from this complications and
prescribing the appropriate medications,
easy fractures of bones and chronic bone
aches can be prevented. This was part of
a project supported by the Arab Fund/
through Palestinian Economic Council
for Development and Reconstruction
(PECDAR).

TPFS in Tulkarm Concludes a
Training Course for Thalassemia
Patients

TPFS in Tulkarm concluded an advanced
course on computer usage for 11 patients
with a 70 hours training program. This
activity was within the “Patients’ Training
Project” a subproject of the “Community
Awareness Project for Patients’ Training”
that is supervised by PECDAR.
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The Society’s coordinator in Tulkarm
pointed out thatadvanced courses in Visual
Basic, Photoshop, and English Language
skills will start this month within the same
project that aims to increase the patients’
capabilities and enable them to have job
opportunities.

General Major Al Rjoub Adopts
6 Patients in Labor Field at the
Palestinian High Council for Youth
and Sports

During an activity that was launched by
Birzeit University and the High Council
for Youth and Sports, and in cooperation
with TPFS, General Major Jibreel Al
Rjoub announced his initiative to adopt 6
patients distributed to the 6 branches of
the High Council for Youth and Sports
and the Olympic Committee aiming to
integrate patients into community, setting
an example to all other organizations.

The initiative was announced after the
initiating youth along with representatives
from the municipalities of Ramallah and
Al-Bireh, The head of the Directorate
of Ramallah and Al-Bireh district, the
Ministry of Health, and many supporters
and patients, Marched the streets of the
twin cities of Ramallah and Al-Bireh,
advocating for all youth support for “No
New cases of Thalassemia in Palestine in
2013, and better integration of patients in
the community”.
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